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Cypress           College  

Maria Smith
Airline & Travel Careers

9200 Valley View Street, Cypress, CA 90630

msmith@cypresscollege.edu
January 27, 2011
Dear Julia Roberts:

Hello, my name is Maria Smith, and I am a student working in the Cypress College Travel Resource Office.  I want to thank you for choosing us for your vacation research needs.  You have requested information about Scandinavia.

You mentioned that you wanted to tour Denmark, Sweden, Norway, and Finland as part of an organized tour group designed for young travelers at budget prices.  Contiki Holidays is a worldwide leader in vacations and holidays for travelers who are18 to 35 years old.  They offer a mix of sightseeing, culture, socializing, and adventure that I think you would like.  The tour begins and ends in London where you travel by ferry to and from Denmark. This tour is inter-modal in that you will travel by both motor coach and ferry.  Attached is a copy of the itinerary for this 24-day tour along with a price sheet and a map.  Contiki also offers additional city excursions that are not included in the package price.  These excursions are optional, and if you choose to participate, you will need to pay additional fees on the day of the excursion to your tour guide.  Please visit www.contiki.com for more information.

Prices range from $1549 to $1639 USD for land only depending on the time of year you choose to vacation.  Airfare will cost an additional $1000-$1300 USD depending on the carrier.  American, British Airways and Virgin Atlantic, all offer non-stop flights from LAX.   Travel time on a direct flight is 10-11 hours from the west coast.  Denmark is one-hour ahead of Greenwich Mean Time, six-hours ahead of Eastern Standard Time and nine-hours ahead of Pacific Standard Time.  

The climate during the summer months of June to August is 70 degrees Fahrenheit.  You may want to bring a light jacket.  During the summer, the sun will rise before 5:00 a.m. and set after 10:00 p.m.  The monetary unit in the Scandinavian countries is the Crone composed of 100 ore.  Finland is the only Scandinavian country that participates in the single European currency, EURO.  ATMs are commonly found at banks throughout the country and major credit cards are widely accepted.  Currency can be exchanged at local banks, post offices, and at the Airport Currency Exchange Bureaus.  You will need a current passport and it must be valid six months after your return date to the United States.  I recommend that you make copies of all passport documentation in case of loss. You may even want to email a copy to yourself so you will be able to access it in case of loss. 
There are currently no travel or health advisories for these destinations, but you may want to double-check the following websites before your departure http://travel.state.gov/travel/ and http://www.cdc.gov/.  To learn more about the countries you are visiting, I also recommend the CIA’s World Factbook (https://www.cia.gov/).  English is widely spoken across all Scandinavian countries.

I hope this information assists you with your vacation plans.  Thank you again for using the Cypress College Travel Resource Office for your vacation research needs.  Bon Voyage!

Sincerely,

Maria Smith
Airline & Travel Careers Student

Cypress College Travel Resource Office


